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It takes a village: Love of music instilled by staff, volunteers
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Like so many of the diverse programs 
that take place daily at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Lawrence (BGCL), 
a combination of employees and 
volunteers drives the success of our 
music classes.

For the students of the Lawrence Public 
Schools K-6 enrichment program, 
instructor David Moore teaches 
traditional Afro-Caribbean percussion 
classes in 12-week sessions. The 
conga drum is the central instrument, 
complemented by timbales, claves, 
maracas, and bongos – or, if the bongos 
run out, improvised buckets. 

In a “junkyard” percussion class, club 
kids learn teamwork along with music 
skills using found objects – such as 
a bucket with a bike chain attached, 
which can sound like a snare drum.

“The work can be challenging, but 
also very inspiring,” says David, who 
offers similar classes at other facilities 
through his company, Rhythmic 
Bloom. “When the kids are focused and 
the music sounds good, that’s when it 
really clicks and feels like learning is 
happening. That’s exciting for me.”

David says his goal is not necessarily 
to create professional musicians, but to 
teach students discipline and other life 
skills while accomplishing something 
they couldn’t previously imagine.

In addition, drumming has been 
shown to have benefits such as stress 
reduction, a release from negativity and 
trauma, and a sense of well-being.

“Drumming is therapeutic for some 
kids,” David says. “When they leave 
everything else behind, at least during 
class, there is an immediate result.”

At an age when she could be a club 
member, 12-year-old Sabrina Lee of 
North Andover is instead sharing her 
love of the keyboard with other kids.

After Sabrina expressed a desire to 
volunteer, her mother Amy Ding 
posted a message on Facebook seeking 
donations. They received enough funds 
to purchase eight keyboards with 

12 year-old Sabrina Lee gives 
keyboard lessons to club kids.

stands, benches, headphones, and age-
appropriate music books.

Since late March, Sabrina and her 
friend, 14-year-old Debbie Hsiao of 
Andover, have given 45-minute lessons 
on Saturday mornings to eight students, 
ages 9 to 14.

Sabrina says she is enjoying her first 
volunteer position, mostly because “the 
kids are all super nice.” 

“One time, I told them I could stay 
extra if they wanted to practice and they 
got so excited. It makes me feel really 
good to give them the opportunity to 
learn something new,” says Sabrina, 
who has taken piano lessons since age 
5. “Playing the piano helps me express 
my feelings sometimes. I hope they can 
enjoy it throughout their lives, too.”

Amy is pleased that the girls are 
learning so much through the act of 
giving back.

“It’s a great opportunity for the youth 
members, but also for Sabrina and 
Debbie,” Amy says. “Hopefully this can 
go on for a long time and help build 
more interest in music.”
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Dear Friends:
 
As spring has finally sprung and our kids have the opportunity to play 
outdoors again, it is also time to think about the end of the school year.

On June 17, we will hold our annual graduation party. You are all invited as we 
celebrate the graduation of our high school and college seniors and distribute 
approximately $70,000 in college scholarships. It is without a doubt one of 
the most important days of our program year, as it is the culmination of our 
collective efforts in helping youth members achieve academic success.

Graduating from high school, and even more so from college, plays a vital 
role in breaking the cycle of poverty for our youth. There is no question that a 
solid education continues to be the game-changer for our kids and opens up 
opportunities they otherwise would not have.

Every time I walk into our education center, and look at the many different 
college and university logos representing our seniors’ college acceptances, I 
feel proud. I know that our club has made a difference, as have many people 
and entities. First and foremost, there is our staff who day after day, week after 
week, month after month, and year after year stress the importance of working 
hard in school and giving one’s best effort. They provide a consistent message, 
hold youth members accountable, and at the same time offer needed support.

Then there are the countless volunteers who provide tutoring and mentoring 
and go the extra mile to ensure that kids are succeeding in school. Last, but 
certainly not least, many individuals, corporations, and foundations support 
our efforts by providing the financial resources allowing us to implement our 
educational support programs – in addition to providing scholarships to our 
kids directly.

Through these collective efforts, all 45 of our seniors are on the path to 
graduate on time and to go on to college. I am truly grateful for everything 
you have done to help us create this great success. Please let me assure you that 
your contributions have changed and continue to change lives.

Sincerely,  

Markus Fischer
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Celebrating graduation: A collective achievement



Boys  & Girls Club of Lawrence  Spring 2016  3

Manny S. invited to attend presidential inauguration

While their classmates were relaxing over 
school vacation, three club kids dedicated 
their time off in April to volunteering with 
Habitat for Humanity.

Rosa R., Samantha D., and Selena M., 
all seniors at Central Catholic High 
School, spent five nights with their group 
of 14 students and four adult leaders in 
Newburgh, N.Y. Hours at the worksite 
were from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with the 
team working on a new home for a low-
income family and helping to renovate a 
community center.

They also took turns volunteering shifts at 
a local soup kitchen before gathering in the 
evening for bowling, laser tag, go-karting, 
and other team activities.

Rosa, whose $300 in required pledges was 
donated by West Parish Church in Andover, 

Congratulations to Manny S., who has been invited as a Central Catholic High 
School delegate to attend the presidential inauguration on January 20, 2017!

Manny has been selected as a member of the Youth Leadership Congress, which 
will take place January 21-22, due to his outstanding grades, leadership, and 
desire to serve others through science and technology.

On Inauguration Day, Manny will witness the swearing-in of the new president 
on the south lawn of the U.S. Capitol, hear the president’s first public address, 
and watch the parade up Pennsylvania Avenue from the Capitol to the White 
House.

The Presidential Inauguration Youth Leadership Congress will then convene 
with high-achieving high school students from across the country. In addition 
to making friendships and professional relationships, they will be mentored 
at the event by Nobel Prize winners, famous inventors and scientists, young 
leaders who have won prestigious science prizes, and numerous Ivy League 
graduates working in medicine, science, and technology.

The group will prepare a signed proclamation to be delivered to the White 
House detailing the most important scientific and technological priorities on 
which they believe the new president should focus during the first 100 days of 
his or her administration. The proclamation will also be delivered to each U.S. 
senator and member of Congress, and a bound copy will be placed permanently 
in the Library of Congress.

At the conclusion of the event, participants will be presented with an 
inscribed 2017 Presidential Inauguration Youth Leadership Congress Medal of 
Achievement.

Congratulations, Manny, on this once-in-a-lifetime experience to inspire your 
future college studies and professional career!

Character and Leadership: Giving back to Habitat for Humanity
helped with demolition, painting, drilling, 
and mixing cement.

“I didn’t know how to use a drill before 
this, never mind a jackhammer or 
sledgehammer,” says Rosa.

“The staff taught us a lot, and it was great to 
meet so many people dedicated to helping 
others.”

Recalling the period of time when her 
family was displaced after a fire destroyed 
their home weeks before Christmas in 
2014, she adds, “I know what it’s like not to 
have a home, so giving up my vacation is 
nothing if I can help a family move in even 
one or two days earlier. 

“It was very hard work, and we were all 
pretty sore, but we got so much in return. It 
was pretty awesome.” Rosa R. masters the jackhammer 

with Habitat for Humanity.

Manny S. is bound for Washington, D.C.



One stride at a time: BGCL Boston Marathon teams exceeds goal
The countdown is over!

Now it’s time to say a collective 
thank you to BGCL Boston 
Marathon team members Renee 
Robertson and Lawrence Police 
Detective Dean Murphy, and 
all of our supporters who made 
the 120th running of the Boston 
Marathon so exciting and 
successful.

Congratulations to Renee who 
completed her second Boston 
Marathon in 5:08:30, and Dean 
who crossed his 13th Boston 
Marathon finish line in 4:24:03. 
Together, they raised $19,299 – 
and with Renee’s $6,000 match 
from her employer, the club is 
receiving $25,299 for its myriad of 
programs and services.

Welcome to BGCL: Andrea Nahigian is 
Director of Development

 

In her own-
words... 

Every day after I do my 
homework, I go to the pool. 
I love the water, and I have 
so much fun hanging out 
with my best friend, Maggie, 
and with the other kids.

I’ve been on the swim team for two 
or three years, but I just started Red Cross junior 
lifeguarding this year. I’ve wanted to do it ever since I 
started swimming because if there’s ever an emergency, 
you know how to help the person out – and even if 
you’re small, you’ll know what to do if there’s a problem.

I thought some things would be gross, but it’s really 
fun! We learned CPR, first aid, and other lifesaving 
skills, so if someone is hurt or dying, we can go save 
them.

I told my mom if she needs help, I’ll be there! 

    Herian P., Class of 2023

Join us in welcoming Andrea 
Nahigian as our new director of 
development.

Andrea earned a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from The 
George Washington University. 
She previously worked for the 
Avon Walk for Breast Cancer 
supporting the walks in Boston, 
Chicago, and New York, as well 
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Lawrence Police Detective 
Dean Murphy

Thank you for standing by our club, as well as our runners, every step of their 
26.2-mile journey.

as the American Diabetes Association. To date, she has 
succeeded in raising more than $17 million. 

Andrea says she is excited to be working alongside the 
club’s dedicated staff, board members, and donors – all of 
whom share the goal of providing opportunities that youth 
members may not otherwise experience.

“Working at the club, and seeing the engaged children 
every day, reminds me that the donations we receive are 
changing lives. We couldn’t do what we do without our 
generous supporters,” Andrea says. “I can’t wait to see the 
support for the club grow and the kids continue to develop 
during my time here.”

Executive Director Markus Fischer (far left) leads the 
cheering section for Renee Robertson (center).
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Healthy Lifestyles:  
River Sharks win 
swim division

Lawrence native and Alvin Ailey dancer meets with Dance Academy

BGCL is grateful to Celebrity Series of Boston/Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater for not only treating our 
Dance Academy members to a thrilling performance at 
the Citi Wang Theater, but for also arranging a special 
backstage meeting with dancer Belen Pereyra. Belen, 
a native of Lawrence, is the only Boston-area dancer 
currently in the world-renowned Ailey company.

The 11-12 age group of the 
Lawrence River Sharks won its 
division in the Boys & Girls Club 
sectional championships.   
The two-day meet at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Worcester in January 
featured 800 swimmers on 14 teams 
in the Northeast New England Area 
Program Council league. 

BGCL Aquatics Director Scott Lucid, 
head coach of the River Sharks, has 
worked hard to increase participation 
on the swim team, drop-in swim 
lessons, and Red Cross lifeguard 
and junior lifeguard courses. Safety 

is always the top priority, with Red 
Cross-certified lifeguards and water 
safety instructors on duty whenever 
the pool is open.

“I’m proud of our team’s accom-
plishments,” Scott says, “but even 
more proud of their commitment to 
water safety.”

Lawrence River Sharks freestyle relay team members (left to right) Billy J., Elvin 
R., Andrew K., and Franklin T.

Lawrence native Belen Pereyra (fifth from left) is a role 
model for BGCL Dance Academy members.

The performance included a broad array 
of works by established choreographers, 
including regional premieres, new 
productions of Alvin Ailey classics, and the 
new work “Awakening.”
BGCL Dance Academy Director Kathy 
Cuevas said the club kids, for whom this was 
the first visit to the Citi Wang Theater, paid 
particular attention to Belen throughout the 
performance – with one girl confiding that 
she got “goosebumps.” Afterward, they were 
thrilled to record an opening segment for the 
NewsCenter 5 Weekend EyeOpener show on 
WCVB.
“Belen told the girls, ‘Always believe in 
your dreams, and don’t let anyone label you 
because of where you come from,’” Kathy 
recalls. “And when she hugged them, it felt 
like we were family.”



Alumni
 
‘16   Rosa Reynoso received a 
renewable $10,000 scholarship from 
the Yawkey Foundations to study 
mechanical engineering at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute.

‘12   Fortune Kalala, 2012 Youth of 
the Year, graduated from Stonehill 
College with a bachelor’s degree in 
public health.

‘12   Jason Martinez graduated 
from Bentley University with an 
economics-finance degree.

‘09   Joanna de Pena Nunez launched 
Top Notch Scholars, a nonprofit 
leadership development organization. 
She is also a legislative aide for 
Representative Marcos Devers and 
founder of Top Notch Network.

‘03   Angel Olivieri and Jasmyn 
Duran welcomed a baby boy, Wilray, 
on February 10.
 

Alumni Notes:  If you have news to 
share, please e-mail Cindy Cantrell at 
ccantrell@lawrencebgc.com.

Stay connected:  Register as an alum 
on BGCL’s website at  
www.lawrencebgc.com.

6   Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence   Spring 2016 
  

Notes...
Rafael Morales and his four 
siblings moved 15 times 
after emigrating from the 
Dominican Republic before 
their mother landed a 
factory job that allowed her 
to put food on the table, a 
stable roof over their heads, 
and clothes on their backs.

She also got them BGCL 
memberships.

“The only thing I didn’t do there was sleep,” he recalls.

Rafael shared his story of giving back as the keynote speaker at the Tropical Paradise 
Gala Auction benefiting BGCL on April 2 at DiBurro’s in Haverhill.

Rafael says he is grateful for all he was given during his five years as a club kid – from 
supper each night to life skills. He earned the Paul Cronin Scholarship and attended 
Central Catholic High School, where he played basketball and football. At the club, he 
was a member of the Torch and Keystone clubs, which he says taught him to “exemplify 
all of the leadership traits I learned from the staff ” while 
internalizing the importance of education and hard work.  

Rafael, who earned a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from Anna Maria College in 2010, joined the 
club’s basketball coaching staff in 2012.

“I have seen the impact that time, attention, advice, and 
financial support have had, not only in my life, but in the lives 
of thousands of kids who have walked through these doors,” 
Rafael says. “That’s why I’m here now, trying to do what I can 
to help these kids – wherever they go, whatever they do.”

Alumni Achievement: Rafael Morales inspires 
as keynote speaker at BGCL Auction

While being recognized with the 
Honorable John E. Fenton Citizenship 
Award for a half century of changing kids’ 
lives, BGCL Associate Director Steve Kelley 
instead insisted on sharing the successes 
of his fellow club alumni at the annual 
St. Patrick’s Day luncheon hosted by the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians.

Because the club “never shrinks from the 
tough issues,” Steve notes that alumni have 
grown up to become “doctors, lawyers, 
architects, engineers, financial planners, 
real estate brokers, and politicians,” 
including Lawrence Mayor Daniel Rivera, 
Methuen Mayor Stephen Zanni, former 
Methuen Mayor William Manzi, and 

former Lawrence 
mayors Michael 
and Kevin 
Sullivan.

“It was a very 
positive experience 
for me and my 
brothers,” recalls 
Michael Sullivan. 
“When I’d walk 
into the club, I was 
able to transition 

Will     
You? 

Include 
the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence 

in your will or estate 
plan to forever be 
a part of the club’s 

legacy of doing good 
for kids.

Rafael Morales describes how hard work pays off.

BGCL alumni Steve Kelley and 
Lawrence Mayor Daniel Rivera

Honor among us: Steve Kelley wins citizenship award

into a positive 
environment. Steve had the ability to understand what 
was going on in the lives and minds of the kids and 
adjust to their needs.”
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During the 30 years in which he has 
helped run the annual BGCL Golf 
Tournament, Larry Yameen has 
watched proudly as the event has grown 
in size and scope. One consistency that 
has remained, however, is the high-
quality reputation of the event which 
draws golfers from throughout the 
Merrimack Valley.

“We’ve always strived to make it a first-
class tournament, and to do that, we 
don’t cut corners,” he says, citing the 
meals plus continuous refreshments 
along the course, chair massages, 

BGCL Golf Committee: Larry Yameen gives back

 
Walkers and sponsors are needed for the club’s third 
annual walkathon, which takes place this year on Sunday, 
October 16 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Last year, more than 
100 club kids, their parents, alumni, and volunteers raised 
over $10,000 at the event.
The two-mile walk along the Merrimack River begins and 
ends at the club, followed by family activities including 
music, face painting, a rock climbing wall, and games. 
The fundraiser supports the annual operating budget for 
critical programs focusing on academic success, healthy 
lifestyles, and community involvement for more than 3,800 
youth members at two locations.
“Each and every one of our participants raises critically 
needed funds, and also helps us set an example of healthy living for our club kids,” says BGCL Executive 
Director Markus Fischer. “We’re grateful for the generous support of those who walk, fundraise, donate, 
volunteer, and cheer us on in our mission of changing kids’ lives.” For more information, contact Sarah Hogue 
at (978) 683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com or visit https://bgclma.ejoinme.org/walk2016.

complimentary photos, a generous 
allotment of golf balls, gift bags, prizes, 
and other examples of little touches 
enjoyed by golfers throughout the day.

“We’re fortunate to have so many 
great supporters, including fantastic 
volunteers, directors, and officers who 
give so much of their time and energy,” 
adds Larry, owner of L.J. Yameen Real 
Estate near the Lawrence home in 
which he has lived for 77 years. “It’s a 
great day supporting a great cause.”

Larry’s history with the club dates 
back to the 1970s. In addition to the 
Golf Committee, he quickly became a 
leader of several efforts which continue 
today, such as serving traditional 
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners to 
all the club kids.

He is also a founding member of the 
Auction Committee and an integral 
part of the Capital Campaign that 
raised $8.5 million to construct the club 
building on Water Street, which opened 
in 2007.

Each year, according to Larry, the 
Golf Committee spends considerable 
time identifying ways to enhance the 
tournament experience. Most of all, 
however, attendees look forward to the 
keynote address given by a club kid or 
alum.

According to Larry, the impact of 
hearing first-hand about what the club 
means to them, and the difference it has 
made in their lives, is incomparable. 
Club kids are also stationed along the 
course to spot balls, clean clubs, and 
remind the participants of the cause 
behind the event.

“When you see, day in and day out, how 
the staff is able to take kids and turn 
their lives around,” he says, “you can’t 
help but stay involved.”

The 37th annual golf tournament 
will take place on Monday, June 20 at 
Indian Ridge Country Club in Andover. 
Register at http://bit.ly/1rxD25I. For 
sponsorship information, e-mail Sarah 
Hogue at shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

Annual Walkathon: Building on last year’s success

The annual walkathon benefits programs 
focusing on academic success, healthy 
lifestyles, and community involvement.

Club volunteer Larry Yameen



Golf Tournament: Support our mission

Coming Events  

Golf Tournament 
June 20th 
 

Awards Night 
June 15th at 5:30 p.m.  

Graduation Party 
June 17th at 5:30 p.m. 
 

3M Summer Fun Fest 
June 30th 
 

Summer Program Begins 
July 5th

Back to School Dance 
August 14th at 5:30 p.m.
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The board members, staff, and volunteers 
of the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 
congratulate our seniors graduating from 
high school, college, and graduate school.

All current and past BGCL members are 
invited to our celebration on June 17th at 
5:30 p.m. RSVP with your mailing address 
to Director of Education Karen Kravchuk 
at 978-683-2747, ext. 147 or kkravchuk@
lawrencebgc.com.

Supported by:

Buy a ticket for the William T. 
Bride Memorial 50/50 Raffle*

 
$10 each, or 3 for $25 

(Your presence is not required to win.)

 37th Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday, June 20, 2016 

Enjoy a day of golf at  
Indian Ridge Country Club  

in Andover. 

Golfers are treated to a fun-filled  
day of gifts, treats,  

contests, and raffles. 
 

For reservations and sponsorship opportunities, contact  
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

* IRS regulations state that raffle chances are not 
tax-deductible. 

Sponsorship opportunities
available at many levels! 


